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Outline

• The data and where it comes from

• How the data is managed  - UK example

• Some problems faced in data management
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The Data

• Baselines, limits and boundaries

Li d i t• Lines and points

• Where from ? Legislation
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Data Management

Geospatial Database

• Create data: import co-ordinates, digitise features, calculate limits 
and boundaries

• Store data with attribution

• Manipulate data: edit and update data

• Export data 
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UK

• UK claims a 12M territorial sea, a 200M Continental Shelf and ,
various environmental, fishery and economic zones.

• Predominantly a normal baseline but with a partial straight 
baseline in Scotland.

• Several agreed boundaries with neighbouring states.
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Low waterLow water 
line
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•

Bay closing line
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UK Baseline

8



Updates



Boundaries

• International Maritime boundary or median line.

• Agreed boundary: generally fixed set of co-ordinates or give a 
point and directionpoint and direction.

• Median line: produced from baselines. For delimitationMedian line: produced from baselines. For delimitation 
negotiations and dispute resolution.
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Attribution of features

• Attribution is a very important part of data management. It 
enables data to be identified organised and filteredenables data to be identified, organised and filtered.

• Manual attribution : information including the source, link toManual attribution : information including the source, link to 
document, feature type.

• Automatic attribution : information including date and time of 
last edit, creation and by whom.
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Attribution – previous system



Attribution - Current system



Issues 

• Consistency of attribution• Consistency of attribution

• Volume of dataVolume of data

• Single database and work layer
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Concluding remarks

• Creation and maintenance of data can be very time consuming –
over 400 charts and panels cover the UKover 400 charts and panels cover the UK

• Increased amount of data requires greater management and canIncreased amount of data requires greater management and can 
result in slower processing speeds.

• Current GIS has allowed much greater attribution of features.

• Currently no Standards for Law of the Sea data exchange. Is S10x 
the future ? 
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